An in-training examination for residents in family practice.
An in-training examination for family practice residents has been developed and used in a regional network residency program over the past three years. The most striking result has been the strong preference expressed by residents for question-specific feedback in order to facilitate learning after taking the examination. A well-designed in-training examination has the potential to meet both individual resident and program goals as an additional measure of resident performance and growth, as well as of the effectiveness of teaching in the various curricular areas. In-training examinations for residents are in use by 12 other specialties in medicine, and have been well-accepted by program directors and residents. A nationally-sponsored in-training examination for family practice residents is needed which includes maximal teaching capability through comprehensive and specific feedback.